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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)jX] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, pr 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) |El Claimfs) 29-56 i«?are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 42-47 Ware withdrawn from consideration. 

5) [X] Claimfs) 29-33.35-41.48.49 and 51-56 i*larp. allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s)34aM50i*#are rejected. 

7) D Claimfs) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 
12)1] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)H3 All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. rxl Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 
3" C^R^ff 10 reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet, 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 4) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 1 2 1 since a specific 
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Motice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

Motice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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1. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 1 3 . 1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a 
single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claims 29-41, 48-56, drawn to a first cell unit/method of producing. 

Group II, claims 42-47, drawn to a second cell unit. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups I-II do not relate to a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
technical features for the following reasons: Group II includes a sealing material that protrudes 
at the terminal end of the cell, which limitation is not part of the Group I cell/method of 
producing. 

3. During a telephone conversation with Peter Ludwig on January 9, 2004 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 29-41 and 48-56. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 
42-47 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being 
drawn to a non-elected invention. 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
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application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(i). 

5. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the cells connected at the same edges 
of the circuit board as set forth in both claims 25 and 41 must be shown or the features canceled 
from the claims. No new matter should be entered. 



A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 



6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

7. Claims 25 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

These claims both recite the term "optionally". This is indefinite terminology because it 
is not clear whether the cells are connected to one edge of the circuit board or the cells are 
connected to two or more edges. Clarification is required. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Belcher et al. show a capacitor having two circuit boards which move in relation to the 
capacitor. 

9. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: none of the prior art 
of record anticipate the claimed cell unit/method of producing a cell unit wherein two or more 
cells are joined by connections to a circuit board wherein the cells are movable to a position 
against one or both sides of the board to protect circuitry on the board. The prior art does not 
teach such a configuration of cells with a circuit board. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John S. Maples whose telephone number is 571-272-1287. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:15-3 :45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 



0 John S. Maples 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1745 
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